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K-12 FOODSERVICE

Celebrating a School Year of
Dedication and the Heroes Behind It

AL LT

When we say school nutrition professionals are
heroes, we mean it! That's why we celebrate them
S I m p I o t every spring with School Lunch Hero Day. With this
year’s celebration fast approaching this week, SNA
Witf;ﬁggghérfgrﬁ‘; 23[’] psp'\c')ft o is looking back at some of our favorite photos and
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Through the Years: 2020 National School Lunch Hero Day
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$V WKH «QDO PRQWKY RI WKH VFKRRO \HDU DSSURDFK LW V Wk
UHEHFW RQ HYHU\WKLQJ \RX YH PDGH SRVVLEOH $FURVV WKH
KDYH EHHQ DW WKH KHDUW RI LW DOO )URP «<UVW GD\ MLWWHU
are places of connection—welcoming students, hosting themed meals, stepping up
during tough times and fueling kids through their days. The impact these teams make
ZLOO EH IHOW ORQJ DIWHU WKH «<QDO EHOO ULQJV :LWK VXPPF
honor the incredible individuals who make it all happen. That's why there’s no better
PRPHQW WR NLFN RS WKHNERXQWGRIZQWW&o Day —happening
this Friday, May 2!

6FKRRO /XQFK +HUR 'D\ LV D FKDQFH WR VKRXW RXW MXVW
hardworking school nutrition teams serving healthy meals to America’s children. It's a

day for gratitude, celebration and, of course, a little bit of fun.
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How It All Began H[FHHGHG P\ KRSHV DQG YLVLRC
7KH\ PLJKW QRW E\ RU KDYH VX\8KHU SRDHEWDRMLRQ FRXOG EH
PD\EH WKH\ GR ZH ZRX0OGQ W EMDIDAUS WM/ WDE/ EHFRPH D KXJH D
EXW WKHUH V QR TXHVWLRQ WKKWFKFRRBQVIRWRKG ZRUOG WR PH
VHUYLFH ZRUNHUV DUH KHURHV 7KWW YOZKWOIBWHG ZKHQ .URYV
ORYHV FROODERUDWLQJ ZLWK KKIMACE LalyQE R FONKWV K@ U UHLPDJL
DQG L OO XAWIUDXWRtka, FUHDWRWKH IDPLOLDU <JXUH RI WKH EDI
R| WLkri¢h Lady JUDSKLF QRYHO VHWDIWVHY FWRPH «JKWLQJ YLIJLODQWHF
FHOHEUDWH 6FKRRO /XQFK +HUIRPFTHGHDW HDOWHRIQQHFWHG ZLWHK
\HDU 7KLV \HD U1RDAMNMraK H DGYHQWXUH DQG KHDUW RI WKH
RI WKLV VSHFLDO REVHUYDQFHDUSBBWQR]LWWKHYKHHYHU\GD\ ZRU
KDUG ZRUN VFKRRO QXWULWLRQ SWRIHYY WKMDO\DUV KH ZDV ZU
GR HYHU\ GD\ VHULHV .URVRF]ND WHDPHG XS
6FKRRO /XQFK +HUR 'D\ KDWtBUDOO\ ODXQFK WKH <UVW 6FK
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Through the Years: 2021 National School Lunch Hero Day
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Through the Years: 2022 National School Lunch Hero Day

'D\ LQ 6LQFH WKHQ WKH FHOWWHKDWGR@LNH WKH WEPH +RX\
KDV JURZQ IDU EH\RQG ZKDW KBHRXDGWKBFKRRO 'LVWULFW VW
LPDJLQHG KDOOZD\V ZLWK DUWZRUN SRHW

2YHU WKH \HDUV 61%$ DQG . QRWRHINBDSSHG RS E\ D %YURDG?Z
KDYH ZLWQHVVHG LQFUHGLEOHSAHHRGHKEWILWRORIOQRULQJ WKHLU
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Through the Years: 2023 National School Lunch Hero Day

JRU .URVRF]ND WKH PLVVLRQ LRXEFKHUWRKP\DORYHG HYHU\ VWXGH
RZQ VFKRRO FDIHWHULD VWDS WEWRXIKGWKIHFLDVORQFK OLQH
FKLOG DQG KH V QHYHU IlRUJRWWHQUWRKH KUWMXIERIGVHULHY DQG
QHVYV ,Q IDFW KH LQYLWHG KL&FIKRFPHUXQXRFHHUR 'D\ .URVRF
ODGLHVLUWEh MMd¢HERRN ODXQFK DSXG/KHG EDFN DIJDLQVW WLUHG F
ZDV GHHSO\ PRYHG ZKHQ WKH\ WKPHM B IKRZIHWHULD ZRUNHUV
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Through the Years: 2024 National School Lunch Hero Day

D OLJKW RQ WKHLU FRPSDVVLROQHERKBRUE. ARQUINDD\G®GU DQG UHDO
LPSRUWDQFH WR VFKRRO FRPPROQVWDB®W +H MU\GD\ KHURLFV W
HYHQ FUHDWHG D QHZ PRUH LGROPRXUWVIHIHBPRRSY IRU D VWXGHQ
Rl FKDUDFW Huheh Ly WRHYHUVH WR WKH FDUHIXO DWWHQWLRQ \
EHWWHU UHEHFW WKH GLYHUVDOWHRN WHR KB \GD UBIDEREPIBNPHQV
OXQFK KHURHYV NLGY KDYH ZKDW WKH\ QHHG WR
$QG WKH VWRU\ GRHVQ W VW R Jh&Kiday,kve &ncddirage everyone
RULJLWEM@Qady ERRNVY KDYH EHHQWR «<QG D ZD\ WR VD\ ZAKKD/MK\H LR X
UHLVVXHG LQ IXOO FRORU HGLWWRWYWY WVLPE OHI XQ®RAVHADDYWELJ SDL
DXGLRERRN LV DOVR D YKateODE OMKRKWRXW LR VRFLDO PHGLD (

Flannery IURPKH 2 PN \WiKdh Lady UHFRJQLWLRQ PDNHV D GLSHUH
$QG WR KHOS JHW LQ WKH VS
Time to Celebrate WDNLQJ D ORRN EDFN DW KRZ VI

$V ZH JHDU XS IRU WKLV \HDU WEHHEUWHVERQHEQ DWHG LQ WK
0D\ LW V FOHDU WKDW 6FKRRWKMN@GHKRWHRURSDNDG IHDWXULQJ
LV DERXW PRUH WKDQ RQH PRPHRXWRRW/X@HEHRXMUR 'D\ FHOHEUI

7] SNpl |2025



Through the Years: 2024 National School Lunch Hero Day

ODVW <YH \HDUV 7KHVH DUH UHDO -PRPHQWYV IURP UHDO FDIHW
uLbv DFURVV WKH FRXQWU\ WKDW VKRZFDVH WKH FUHDWLYLW\
MR\ VFKRRO QXWULWLRQ WHDPV EULQJ WR WKHLU VWXGHQWYV
\HDU DIWHU \HDU

JURP VXSHUKHUR FRVWXPHV WR FRORUIXO FDIHWHULD
GHFRUDWLRQV WR KHDUWIHOW VWXGHQW WKDQN \RX QRWHV W
PHPRULHY UHPLQG XV MXVW KRZ PXFK KHDUW JRHV LQWR
HYHU\ PHDO VHUYHG

"KHWKHU QHZ WR WKH «<HOG RU D VHDVRQHG SUR
HYHU\ VFKRRO QXWULWLRQ SURIHVVLRQDO GHVHUYHV WR EH

UHFRJQL]HG DV D WUXH KHUR +DSS\ DOPRVW 6FKRRO /XQFK
+HUR "D\

To learn more and for resources, visit  schoolnutrition.
org/slhd . Don't forget to tag #SLHD, #SchoolLunchHero-
Day and #SchoolLunchHeroes when you post

your photos.
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Slmplot potatoes | avocados | fruits | vegetables | grains

Six key categories.
One trusted source.

www.simplotfoods.com/k-12

Fruit
Enjoy your bright, colorful
favorites, picked and frozen at
the peak of maturity. A smart
option to reduce the spoilage
and waste of fresh. LET'S
MAKE
SOMETHING
GREAT

TOGETHER.



