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Celebrating a School Year of  
Dedication and the Heroes Behind It

When we say school nutrition professionals are 
heroes, we mean it! That’s why we celebrate them 
every spring with School Lunch Hero Day. With this 
year’s celebration fast approaching this week, SNA 
is looking back at some of our favorite photos and 
�P�H�P�R�U�L�H�V���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���‹�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V��
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�$�V���W�K�H���‹�Q�D�O���P�R�Q�W�K�V���R�I���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���\�H�D�U���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�����L�W���V���W�K�H���S�H�U�I�H�F�W���W�L�P�H���W�R���O�R�R�N���E�D�F�N���D�Q�G��

�U�H�Œ�H�F�W���R�Q���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���\�R�X���Y�H���P�D�G�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H�����$�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����V�F�K�R�R�O���Q�X�W�U�L�W�L�R�Q���W�H�D�P�V��

�K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���D�W���W�K�H���K�H�D�U�W���R�I���L�W���D�O�O�����)�U�R�P���‹�U�V�W���G�D�\���M�L�W�W�H�U�V���W�R���O�D�V�W���G�D�\���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����F�D�I�H�W�H�U�L�D�V��

are places of connection—welcoming students, hosting themed meals, stepping up  

during tough times and fueling kids through their days. The impact these teams make 

�Z�L�O�O���E�H���I�H�O�W���O�R�Q�J���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���‹�Q�D�O���E�H�O�O���U�L�Q�J�V�����:�L�W�K���V�X�P�P�H�U���Q�H�D�U�L�Q�J�����L�W���V���D�O�V�R���D���W�L�P�H���W�R�� 

honor the incredible individuals who make it all happen. That’s why there’s no better 

�P�R�P�H�Q�W���W�R���N�L�F�N���R�Š���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�G�R�Z�Q���W�R National School Lunch Hero Day —happening  

this Friday, May 2!

�6�F�K�R�R�O���/�X�Q�F�K���+�H�U�R���'�D�\���L�V���D���F�K�D�Q�F�H���W�R���V�K�R�X�W���R�X�W���M�X�V�W���K�R�Z���P�X�F�K���Z�H���D�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�H���W�K�H��

hardworking school nutrition teams serving healthy meals to America’s children. It’s a 

day for gratitude, celebration and, of course, a little bit of fun. 

Through the Years: 2020  National School Lunch Hero Day
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How It All Began
�7�K�H�\���P�L�J�K�W���Q�R�W���Œ�\���R�U���K�D�Y�H���V�X�S�H�U�S�R�Z�H�U�V�����R�U��

�P�D�\�E�H���W�K�H�\���G�R���Z�H���Z�R�X�O�G�Q���W���E�H���V�X�U�S�U�L�V�H�G��������

�E�X�W���W�K�H�U�H���V���Q�R���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���V�F�K�R�R�O���I�R�R�G-

�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V���D�U�H���K�H�U�R�H�V�����7�K�D�W���V���Z�K�\���6�1�$��

�O�R�Y�H�V���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V���D�X�W�K�R�U��

�D�Q�G���L�O�O�X�V�W�U�D�W�R�U Jarrett J. Krosoczka,  �F�U�H�D�W�R�U��

�R�I���W�K�H��Lunch Lady���J�U�D�S�K�L�F���Q�R�Y�H�O���V�H�U�L�H�V�����W�R��

�F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H���6�F�K�R�R�O���/�X�Q�F�K���+�H�U�R���'�D�\���\�H�D�U���D�I�W�H�U��

�\�H�D�U�����7�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���P�D�U�N�V���W�K�H��13th anniversary  

�R�I���W�K�L�V���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�Q�F�H���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�L�Q�J���W�K�H��

�K�D�U�G���Z�R�U�N���V�F�K�R�R�O���Q�X�W�U�L�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�V�� 

�G�R���H�Y�H�U�\���G�D�\����

�	�6�F�K�R�R�O���/�X�Q�F�K���+�H�U�R���'�D�\���K�D�V���I�D�U�� 

�H�[�F�H�H�G�H�G���P�\���K�R�S�H�V���D�Q�G���Y�L�V�L�R�Q���I�R�U���Z�K�D�W�� 

�W�K�H���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���
�����.�U�R�V�R�F�]�N�D���R�Q�F�H��

�V�D�L�G�����	�,�W���K�D�V���E�H�F�R�P�H���D���K�X�J�H���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���S�D�U�W�\����

�Z�K�L�F�K���P�H�D�Q�V���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���W�R���P�H���


�,�W���D�O�O���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���Z�K�H�Q���.�U�R�V�R�F�]�N�D���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�G��

�K�L�V��Lunch Lady���E�R�R�N�V���L�Q���������������U�H�L�P�D�J�L�Q�L�Q�J��

�W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U���‹�J�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�D�I�H�W�H�U�L�D���Z�R�U�N�H�U�� 

�D�V���D���F�U�L�P�H���‹�J�K�W�L�Q�J���Y�L�J�L�O�D�Q�W�H���V�S�\�����.�L�G�V�� 

�L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���K�X�P�R�U���� 

�D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���K�H�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�L�H�V���V�H�H�L�Q�J�� 

�D���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���H�Y�H�U�\�G�D�\���Z�R�U�O�G���L�Q���D���Q�H�Z���O�L�J�K�W��

�'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���\�H�D�U�V���K�H���Z�D�V���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H��

�V�H�U�L�H�V�����.�U�R�V�R�F�]�N�D���W�H�D�P�H�G���X�S���Z�L�W�K���6�1�$���W�R��

�R�•�F�L�D�O�O�\���O�D�X�Q�F�K���W�K�H���‹�U�V�W���6�F�K�R�R�O���/�X�Q�F�K���+�H�U�R��

Through the Years: 2020  National School Lunch Hero Day
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Through the Years: 2021 National School Lunch Hero Day
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�'�D�\���L�Q���������������6�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H�Q�����W�K�H���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q��

�K�D�V���J�U�R�Z�Q���I�D�U���E�H�\�R�Q�G���Z�K�D�W���K�H���F�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H��

�L�P�D�J�L�Q�H�G��

�2�Y�H�U���W�K�H���\�H�D�U�V�����6�1�$���D�Q�G���.�U�R�V�R�F�]�N�D��

�K�D�Y�H���Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V�H�G���L�Q�F�U�H�G�L�E�O�H���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� 

�‹�U�V�W�K�D�Q�G���O�L�N�H���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���+�R�X�V�W�R�Q���,�Q�G�H-

�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���6�F�K�R�R�O���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���O�L�Q�H�G���W�K�H��

�K�D�O�O�Z�D�\�V���Z�L�W�K���D�U�W�Z�R�U�N�����S�R�H�W�U�\���D�Q�G���W�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X��

�Q�R�W�H�V�����F�D�S�S�H�G���R�Š���E�\���D���%�U�R�D�G�Z�D�\���V�W�\�O�H�� 

�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���K�R�Q�R�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���F�D�I�H�W�H�U�L�D���W�H�D�P�V����

Through the Years: 2022  National School Lunch Hero Day
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�)�R�U���.�U�R�V�R�F�]�N�D�����W�K�H���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���L�V���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�����+�L�V��

�R�Z�Q���V�F�K�R�R�O���F�D�I�H�W�H�U�L�D���V�W�D�Š���L�Q�V�S�L�U�H�G���K�L�P���D�V���D��

�F�K�L�O�G�����D�Q�G���K�H���V���Q�H�Y�H�U���I�R�U�J�R�W�W�H�Q���W�K�H�L�U���N�L�Q�G-

�Q�H�V�V�����,�Q���I�D�F�W�����K�H���L�Q�Y�L�W�H�G���K�L�V���I�R�U�P�H�U���O�X�Q�F�K��

�O�D�G�L�H�V���W�R���W�K�H��Lunch Lady���E�R�R�N���O�D�X�Q�F�K���D�Q�G��

�Z�D�V���G�H�H�S�O�\���P�R�Y�H�G���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H�\���V�K�D�U�H�G���K�R�Z��

�P�X�F�K���W�K�H�\���O�R�Y�H�G���H�Y�H�U�\���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���Z�K�R���S�D�V�V�H�G��

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H�L�U���O�X�Q�F�K���O�L�Q�H��

�7�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H��Lunch Lady���V�H�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G��

�6�F�K�R�R�O���/�X�Q�F�K���+�H�U�R���'�D�\�����.�U�R�V�R�F�]�N�D���K�D�V��

�S�X�V�K�H�G���E�D�F�N���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�L�U�H�G���P�H�G�L�D���V�W�H�U�H�R-

�W�\�S�H�V���R�I���F�D�I�H�W�H�U�L�D���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V�����L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���V�K�L�Q�L�Q�J��

Through the Years: 2023  National School Lunch Hero Day
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Through the Years: 2024  National School Lunch Hero Day

�D���O�L�J�K�W���R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�P�S�D�V�V�L�R�Q�����K�D�U�G���Z�R�U�N���D�Q�G��

�L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���W�R���V�F�K�R�R�O���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�����+�H���V��

�H�Y�H�Q���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���D���Q�H�Z�����P�R�U�H���L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H���J�U�R�X�S��

�R�I���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���L�Q���W�K�H��Lunch Lady���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�H���W�R��

�E�H�W�W�H�U���U�H�Œ�H�F�W���W�K�H���G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���W�R�G�D�\���V���U�H�D�O���O�L�I�H��

�O�X�Q�F�K���K�H�U�R�H�V��

�$�Q�G���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\���G�R�H�V�Q���W���V�W�R�S���W�K�H�U�H�����7�K�H��

�R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O��Lunch Lady���E�R�R�N�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q�� 

�U�H�L�V�V�X�H�G���L�Q���I�X�O�O���F�R�O�R�U���H�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���D���I�X�O�O���F�D�V�W��

�D�X�G�L�R�E�R�R�N���L�V���D�O�V�R���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H�����I�H�D�W�X�U�L�Q�J��Kate 

Flannery ���I�U�R�P���7�K�H���2�¯�F�H���D�V���W�K�H��Lunch Lady������

Time to Celebrate
�$�V���Z�H���J�H�D�U���X�S���I�R�U���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���V���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q��

�0�D�\���������L�W���V���F�O�H�D�U���W�K�D�W���6�F�K�R�R�O���/�X�Q�F�K���+�H�U�R���'�D�\��

�L�V���D�E�R�X�W���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���R�Q�H���P�R�P�H�Q�W�����,�W���V���D�E�R�X�W��

�U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�L�Q�J���D���\�H�D�U�����D�Q�G���U�H�D�O�O�\�����D���F�D�U�H�H�U���� 

�R�I���V�P�D�O�O�����H�Y�H�U�\�G�D�\���K�H�U�R�L�F�V�����W�K�H���H�[�W�U�D�� 

�H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���D���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���Z�K�R���Q�H�H�G�V��

�L�W�����W�K�H���F�D�U�H�I�X�O���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���W�R���D���F�K�L�O�G���V���G�L�H�W�D�U�\��

�Q�H�H�G�V�����W�K�H���G�D�L�O�\���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�L�Q�J��

�N�L�G�V���K�D�Y�H���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���Q�H�H�G���W�R���V�X�F�F�H�H�G��

This Friday, we encourage everyone  

�W�R���‹�Q�G���D���Z�D�\���W�R���V�D�\���W�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U��

�L�W���V���D���V�L�P�S�O�H���Q�R�W�H�����D���E�L�J���S�D�U�W�\���R�U���D���K�H�D�U�W�I�H�O�W��

�V�K�R�X�W�R�X�W���R�Q���V�R�F�L�D�O���P�H�G�L�D�����(�Y�H�U�\���E�L�W���R�I�� 

�U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���P�D�N�H�V���D���G�L�Š�H�U�H�Q�F�H��

�$�Q�G���W�R���K�H�O�S���J�H�W���L�Q���W�K�H���V�S�L�U�L�W�����Z�H���U�H��

�W�D�N�L�Q�J���D���O�R�R�N���E�D�F�N���D�W���K�R�Z���V�F�K�R�R�O���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L-

�W�L�H�V���K�D�Y�H���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���S�D�V�W�����&�K�H�F�N���R�X�W��

�W�K�H���S�K�R�W�R���V�S�U�H�D�G���I�H�D�W�X�U�L�Q�J���V�Q�D�S�V�K�R�W�V���I�U�R�P��

�6�F�K�R�R�O���/�X�Q�F�K���+�H�U�R���'�D�\���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H��
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�O�D�V�W���‹�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V�����7�K�H�V�H���D�U�H���U�H�D�O���P�R�P�H�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���U�H�D�O���F�D�I�H�W�H-

�U�L�D�V���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���W�K�D�W���V�K�R�Z�F�D�V�H���W�K�H���F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�L�W�\���D�Q�G��

�M�R�\���V�F�K�R�R�O���Q�X�W�U�L�W�L�R�Q���W�H�D�P�V���E�U�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����O�L�Y�H�V��

�\�H�D�U���D�I�W�H�U���\�H�D�U��

�)�U�R�P���V�X�S�H�U�K�H�U�R���F�R�V�W�X�P�H�V���W�R���F�R�O�R�U�I�X�O���F�D�I�H�W�H�U�L�D��

�G�H�F�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���K�H�D�U�W�I�H�O�W���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���W�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���Q�R�W�H�V�����W�K�H�V�H��

�P�H�P�R�U�L�H�V���U�H�P�L�Q�G���X�V���M�X�V�W���K�R�Z���P�X�F�K���K�H�D�U�W���J�R�H�V���L�Q�W�R�� 

�H�Y�H�U�\���P�H�D�O���V�H�U�Y�H�G��

�:�K�H�W�K�H�U���Q�H�Z���W�R���W�K�H���‹�H�O�G���R�U���D���V�H�D�V�R�Q�H�G���S�U�R���� 

�H�Y�H�U�\���V�F�K�R�R�O���Q�X�W�U�L�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���G�H�V�H�U�Y�H�V���W�R���E�H�� 

�U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G���D�V���D���W�U�X�H���K�H�U�R�����+�D�S�S�\�����D�O�P�R�V�W�����6�F�K�R�R�O���/�X�Q�F�K��

�+�H�U�R���'�D�\����SN+

To learn more and for resources, visit schoolnutrition.

org/slhd . Don’t forget to tag #SLHD, #SchoolLunchHero-

Day and #SchoolLunchHeroes when you post  

your photos. 

Through the Years: 2024  National School Lunch Hero Day



Six key categories.  
 One trusted source.

www.simplotfoods.com/k-12
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Roasted Vegetables  
& Fruit  
Our best-selling RoastWorks ® 
flame-roasted items deliver 
flavors kids will love—
without the extra work.

Vegetables
Choose from high-quality 
vegetable products, 
available in straight pack 
and blends.  

Potatoes
First to commercialize the frozen 
french fry in the 1950s, Simplot has 
been a leader in the category.  
We offer a wide range of fries, 
formed and recipe potatoes.

Avocado
Serve the satisfying 
goodness of pure  
Hass avocado pulp, 
guacamole, dices  
and halves.  

Grains
Our Good Grains™  
line of nutritious  
whole grains and  
colorful vegetable 
blends offer simple 
prep with less  
labor and waste.  

Fruit
Enjoy your bright, colorful 
favorites, picked and frozen at 
the peak of maturity. A smart 
option to reduce the spoilage 
and waste of fresh.  

potatoes  |  avocados  |  fruits  |  vegetables  |  grains


