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2023 STATE LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY:  

3rd QUARTER REPORT 

This report is a summary of key school nutrition state legislation that changed status or was introduced between 

January 1 and August 20, 2023. 

 

TREND WATCH 
 

Across the nation, there’s a notable push towards ensuring every child receives a healthy school meal while at 
school. 33 out of the 50 states have either implemented or introduced legislation. SNA's 2023 Position Paper 

urges Congress to offer healthy school meals for all students at no charge to support academic achievement, 

combat food insecurity and ease burdens on school nutrition staff so they can focus on serving students. 

 

Healthy School Meals for All 

a) Permanent: Eight states have permanently legislated healthy school meals for all students. They are: 

California 

Colorado 

Maine 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

New Mexico 

Vermont 

 

b) Temporary: Nevada is offering healthy school meals to all students for the 2023-24 school year. 

 

c) Pending: 24 states have introduced legislation to provide school meals for all. These states include: 

Arizona 

Hawaii 

Illinois 

Iowa 

Louisiana 

Maryland 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New Jersey 

New York 

Nevada 

North Carolina 

North Dakota 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode Island 

South Carolina 

Tennessee 

Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Washington 

Washington D.C. 

 

Other Legislative Efforts 

In addition to healthy school meals for all, several states are focusing on other areas of the program, such as 

increasing state reimbursement rates, addressing increasing requests for alternative meals due to dietary or 

religious needs, policies for unpaid meal debt balances and adjustments to school wellness plans. 
 

SNA state advocacy resources are a collaborative effort intended to support grassroots efforts at the local 

level. We welcome your updates at advocacy@schoolnutrition.org.  

https://schoolnutrition.org/resource/2023-position-paper/
mailto:advocacy@schoolnutrition.org
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STATE LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 

Arkansas 

o SB308: Proposes free meals at school for students who qualify for reduced-price meals. 

o  SB477: Establishes a system for students who qualify for reduced-price meals to receive free meals at 

school. (Passed) 

 

Arizona 

o HB 2238: Appropriates $106,000,000 from the state general fund in FY 2023-2024 to provide free 

breakfast and lunch to students in kindergarten programs and grades 1-12 in each charter school and 

school district. 

o HB2353: Addresses unpaid school meal fees by prohibiting schools from taking any action that would 

publicly identify a student with meal debt, including serving an alternate meal. 

o HB2352: Establishes the "No Lunch Debt Grant Program" to relieve public school students of lunch 

debt. The program allows school districts or charter schools participating in the National School Lunch 

Program to apply for grants to cover student lunch debts. The bill appropriates $2,000,000 from the 

state general fund for the 2023-2024 fiscal year to support this initiative. 

o SB1233: Addresses unpaid school meal fees and seeks to protect students from any form of public 

identification or stigmatization due to meal debt, including the serving of alternate meals. 

o HB2565: Renames "School Lunch Program Fund" to "School Meal Programs" and establishes the 

"Statewide School Meal Program Fund" to support free student meals. The Department of Education 

will oversee the fund, and schools can apply to cover student meal debts. The bill appropriates 

$106,000,000 for the 2023-2024 fiscal year to the fund. 

 

California 

o SB 348: Mandates healthy school breakfast and lunch at no cost and directs state agencies and other 

entities to develop guidelines for added sugar limits. 

o AB95: Allows schools to sell an entrée from an additional nutritiously adequate meal that qualifies for 

federal reimbursement to a student after they have been provided a free school meal. 

o AB1178: Proposes a process for state reimbursement for summer meal program operators serving 

meals to guardians of eligible pupils during summer. The bill also emphasizes the importance of 

providing nourishing meals to caregivers at summer meal sites. 

 

Colorado 

o  SB221: Creates the healthy school meals for all program general fund exempt account, allows 

expenditures in excess of appropriations for the program, and clarifies accounting for the program in 

the annual general appropriations bill. (Passed) 

 

Connecticut 

o SB 929: Provides free school meals to all students.  

o HB 6330: Continues meals at no cost program. 

o HB 5114: Requires the State Board of Education to expend funds to provide school lunches to all 

students. 

o  HB 6880: Requires boards of education to post online curriculum materials and the nutrition value 

https://legiscan.com/AR/bill/SB308/2023
https://legiscan.com/AR/bill/SB477/2023
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/78339
https://legiscan.com/AZ/bill/HB2353/2023
https://legiscan.com/AZ/bill/HB2352/2023
https://legiscan.com/AZ/bill/SB1233/2023
https://legiscan.com/AZ/text/HB2565/id/2671211
https://legiscan.com/CA/bill/SB348/2023
https://legiscan.com/CA/bill/AB95/2023
https://legiscan.com/CA/bill/AB1178/2023
https://legiscan.com/CO/bill/SB221/2023
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2023&bill_num=929
https://legiscan.com/CT/bill/HB06330/2023
https://legiscan.com/CT/bill/HB05114/2023
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=HB06880&which_year=2023
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of school meals. It would also allow public schools to serve whole milk and increase lunchtime for 

students from 20 to 30 minutes. (Passed) 

o HB 6842: Establishes a Local Food for Schools Incentive Grant Program and increases funding to the CT 

Grown for CT Kids Grant Program. 

o SB 1216:  Requires a study of funding needed to provide school meals for students. 

o HB 5078: Discontinues the use of polystyrene for school lunch trays. 

o HB 6326: Requires local and regional boards of education to include goals for reducing disordered 

eating in school wellness policies. 

o SB288: Requires public schools and charter schools to provide free breakfasts and lunches to all 

students regardless of family income. 

o HB6171: Reduces child hunger and food insecurity by restoring the free school meals available during 

the COVID-19 pandemic for students who may need them but aren't eligible under current law. 

o HB6182: Mandates public schools and charter schools to offer free breakfasts and lunches to every 

student. 

 

Delaware 

o HB 125: Requires all schools to offer all students free breakfast and lunch every school day. The state 

would reimburse schools for expenses not reimbursed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

 

District of Columbia 

o B 25-0035: Provides universal free school meals and after school snacks to public school, public charter 

school and participating private school students in the District of Columbia. 

 

Florida 

o S1376: Requires school districts to provide alternative meals and snacks upon request from a student or 

their parent/guardian. The bill also outlined cost requirements for these meals and snacks. 

o H0243: Requires school districts to provide alternative meals and snacks upon request from a student or 

their parent/guardian and details the cost requirements for these meals and snacks. 

 

Georgia 

o HB510: Provides healthy breakfast and lunch at no cost for all public-school students. 

 

Hawaii 

o HB 620: Requires public schools to provide free breakfast and lunch to all enrolled students. If this 

measure passes, it will go into effect beginning the 2023-24 school year. 

o HB 540: Requires the department of education and public charter schools to provide free breakfast 

and lunch to all enrolled students. Appropriates funds. 

o HB 620: Mandates public schools to offer free breakfast and lunch to all enrolled students. 

o HB 250: Mandates the department of education to set rules for procuring school food and services 

emphasizing a geographic preference for unprocessed locally grown and raised food products. 

 
 
 

https://legiscan.com/CT/bill/HB06842/2023
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2023&bill_num=SB+1216
https://legiscan.com/CT/bill/HB05078/2023
https://legiscan.com/CT/bill/HB06326/2023
https://legiscan.com/CT/bill/SB00288/2023
https://legiscan.com/CT/bill/HB06171/2023
https://legiscan.com/CT/bill/HB06182/2023
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=130223
https://lims.dccouncil.gov/Legislation/B25-0035
https://legiscan.com/gaits/search?page=2&sort=asc&order=State&state=ALL&keyword=%22school%20lunch%22%20or%20%22school%20breakfast%22%20or%20%22school%20meal%22
https://legiscan.com/FL/bill/H0243/2023
https://legiscan.com/GA/bill/HB510/2023
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=620&year=2023
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=540&year=2023
https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/SB154/2023
https://legiscan.com/HI/bill/HB250/2023
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Illinois 

o SB 1931: Requires the State Board of Education to reimburse school boards the actual cost of each 

free lunch or breakfast supplied by them (instead of reimbursing school boards $0.15 or the actual 

cost, whichever is less, for each free lunch or breakfast), taking into consideration (rather than being in 

addition to) any federal contributions. 

o  SB 2471: Provides school meals at no cost to all students. (Passed) 

o HB 2768: Provides that the State Board of Education shall reimburse not less than the actual cost to 

school boards for each free lunch or breakfast supplied by them (instead of reimbursing school boards 

$0.15 or the actual cost, whichever is less, for each free lunch or breakfast), taking into consideration 

(rather than being in addition to) any federal contributions. 

o HB3052: For all schools operating a school breakfast program, the State Board of Education shall 

collect information about whether the school is operating a breakfast after the bell program and 

awards grants for nonrecurring expenses incurred in initiating a school breakfast after the bell 

program. 

o HB 3643: Provides religious dietary food options as part of the school lunch program. 

o SB 2209: Awards grants for nonrecurring expenses incurred in initiating a school breakfast after the 

bell program. 

 

Indiana 

o SB 231: Requires all eligible schools to participate in the Community Eligibility Program 

 

Iowa 

o SF 303: Requires school districts to provide breakfast and lunch to all students at no cost.                
o HF 558: Creates a local farm produce fund and a local farm produce program. The fund will operate 

using money appropriated by the state legislature, as well as funding from public or private sources. The 

fund will support the local farm produce program.  

o HF 575: Prohibits schools from collecting payment for school breakfast or lunch from students eligible 

for reduced-priced meals.  

o HF 377: Prohibits the serving of foods containing insect proteins, lab-grown proteins imitating animal 

products and genetically engineered products used to simulate animal meats at schools. 

 

  Louisiana 

o  HB 282: Requires schools to provide free breakfast and lunch to public school students who do not 

receive free school meals under present law or any other program. (Passed) 

 

Maine 

o HP 638: Requires school administrative units to provide students with a lunch period of at least 30 

minutes, unless determined impracticable by the school administrative unit's governing body after 

notice and public hearing. In order to reduce food waste, this bill also requires, to the extent possible, 

for school administrative units to provide a table, container or other area where a student may 

return unconsumed whole food or beverage items that may be provided to other students.  

 

Maryland 

o HB0628 or SB0557: Requires schools that participate in the School Breakfast Program or the National 

School Lunch Program to offer each student a meal at no cost. The bill provides for the reimbursement 

rate at which the State shall pay county boards and participating nonpublic schools for the meals 

offered to students. It prohibits county boards or nonpublic schools from charging a student any 

https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=1931&GAID=17&DocTypeID=SB&LegId=146790&SessionID=112&GA=103
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=2471&GAID=17&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=&SessionID=112&SpecSess=&Session=&GA=103
https://legiscan.com/IL/bill/HB2768/2023
https://legiscan.com/IL/bill/HB3052/2023
https://legiscan.com/IL/bill/HB3643/2023
https://legiscan.com/IL/bill/SB2209/2023
https://legiscan.com/IN/bill/SB0231/2023
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=90&ba=sf303
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=90&ba=HF558
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=90&ba=HF575
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=90&ba=HF377
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=23RS&b=HB282&sbi=y
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280087035
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0628?ys=2023RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/SB0557?ys=2023RS
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portion of the cost of a breakfast or lunch.   

o  HB0514: Increases the appropriation required by the Governor for the Maryland Meals for 

Achievement In-Classroom Breakfast Program from $7,550,000 to $12,050,000 in the annual budget bill. 

(Passed) 

 

Massachusetts 
o H58: Appropriates $65 million for the School Breakfast Program for Fiscal Year 2023. (Passed) 

o H603: Requires all schools participating in the National School Lunch Program and school breakfast 

program to make breakfast and lunch available at no cost to students. Schools are also required to 

adopt the federal Community Eligibility Provision. The Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education would cover the difference in cost not reimbursed through federal funding.  

o S261: Requires all schools participating in the National School Lunch Program and school breakfast 

program to make breakfast and lunch available at no cost to students. Schools are also required to 

adopt the federal Community Eligibility Provision. The Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education would cover the difference in cost not reimbursed through federal funding.  

o H451: Directs the governor to annually proclaim March 21 as Massachusetts Child Nutrition Day and 

recommends that the day be observed in an appropriate manner. 

o  H3545: Requests an appropriation of $171 million to extend state-funded universal free school 

meals through SY 2023-2024. Directs the Executive Office of Education to report by early next year on 

options to reform, modify or extend this program in a way that promotes equity, maximizes federal 

revenue and improves predictability and sustainability of funding into the future. (Passed) 

o HB3993: Proposes the establishment of a 3-year pilot program to reimburse school food authorities and 

licensed early education and care programs for purchases of locally sourced food. 

Minnesota 

o SF158 or HF 2043: Establishs a farm to school program to facilitate and increase the procurement of 

Minnesota-grown unprocessed or minimally processed food by eligible recipients in order to increase 

Minnesota children's access to healthy, fresh, locally produced food and to support the farmers and 

processors who sell their products to eligible recipients. 

o  HF 5 or SF 123: Amends the current statute and require all schools that participate in the federal 

school breakfast and lunch programs to provide breakfast and lunch at no cost to all students. (Passed) 

o  SF 2684 or HF 2497: Creates the free school meals program and policies school have to comply with. 

Makes appropriation to fund school meal programs. (Passed) 

 
Missouri 

o HB172: Requires public schools to provide free breakfasts and lunches to all students attending 

classes in such school. 

o SB321: Establishes the "Missouri Universal School Meals Act." Subject to appropriations, schools 

shall provide a U.S. Department of Agriculture reimbursable meal to a student who requests one, at 

no cost to the student, unless the student's parent or guardian provides notice to the school that 

the parent or guardian will provide the student's meal. A school shall determine which students are 

eligible for free and reduced price meals under the federal student meals programs and shall 

provide information and assistance to parents and guardians for purposes of filling out meal 

assistance applications. Schools shall seek to maximize federal meal assistance, but shall not publicly 

identify or stigmatize students who are eligible for such assistance. 

o HB 565: Requires schools to provide a reimbursable meal to any student who requests it, regardless 

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0514?ys=2023RS
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/193/H58
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/193/H603
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/193/S261
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/193/H451
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/193/H3545
https://legiscan.com/MA/text/H3993/id/2833923
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=Senate&f=SF2158&ssn=0&y=2023
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?f=HF2043&y=2023&ssn=0&b=house
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF5&ssn=0&y=2023
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?f=SF123&y=2023&ssn=0&b=senate
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=Senate&f=SF2684&ssn=0&y=2023
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?f=HF2497&y=2023&ssn=0&b=house
https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB172&year=2023&code=R
https://senate.mo.gov/23info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=29306
https://www.house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB565&year=2023&code=R
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of whether the student can pay for a meal or owes money for earlier meals, unless the student's 

parent or guardian has provided written permission to withhold a meal. Schools may not require a 

student to throw a meal away because of inability to pay for the meal or because of a meal debt, 

nor may they publicly stigmatize or identify students. The bill also specifies that if a student owes 

money for five or more meals, the school must determine if the student is eligible for free meals, 

attempt to have the student's parent or guardian fill out a meal application, and contact the 

student's parent or guardian to offer assistance with a meal application. The bill also requires 

schools to direct communication about any student's meal debt to a parent or guardian, not the 

student. Schools may not require a parent or guardian to pay fees or costs from collection agencies 

hired to collect meal debts. 

o HB446: Requires certain public schools to offer breakfast after the bell, a program that provides 

breakfast to students after the start of the school day. 

o HB878: Creates the “Missouri Universal School Meals Act,” which would require schools to provide 
free meals to all students who request them, unless their parents opt out. The bill also creates a 

fund to reimburse schools for the cost of providing such meals and a task force to study the 

feasibility and benefits of universal school meals. 

o HB908: Creates new provisions related to serving meals to students, such as prohibiting schools 

from denying meals to students who cannot pay or owe money for previous meals, requiring 

schools to communicate with parents about meal debts and assistance programs and prohibiting 

schools from using collection agencies or legal actions to collect meal debts. 

 

Montana  

o HB863: Funds school meals for all students, subject to appropriations. The bill also creates a task 

force to study the feasibility and benefits of universal school meals. 

 
Nebraska 

o LB99: Adopts the “Hunger-Free Schools Act” to provide free breakfast and lunch to all public school 

students. Schools would be reimbursed by the State for any meal costs that are not reimbursed by 

the federal school breakfast, lunch, or summer meals program. Participation in the Community 

Eligibility Provision, a federal program that provides meals at no cost to all students in eligible 

schools, would be required for eligible schools. 

o  LB754: Requires schools to provide a breakfast program if at least 40% of the students are 

eligible for free or reduced-price meals. The bill also increases the reimbursement rate for 

breakfasts served to students who qualify for reduced-price meals from 30 cents to 55 cents. 

(Passed) 

o  LB753: Changes provisions relating to the distribution of lottery funds used for education, early 

childhood, and the Nebraska Opportunity Grant Act. The bill allocates $5 million annually from the 

Education Innovation Fund to the Department of Education for grants to schools for breakfast and 

lunch programs. (Passed) 

 

Nevada 

o SB340: Requires the board of trustees of a school district or the governing body of a charter school, 

as applicable, to provide school breakfast and lunch to students who attend summer school. 

Establishes reporting requirements.  

o AB319: Extends free school meals for all Nevada students to the 2024-25 school year, using $43 

million from the American Rescue Plan funds.  

https://legiscan.com/MO/bill/HB446/2023
https://legiscan.com/MO/bill/HB878/2023
https://legiscan.com/MO/bill/HB908/2023
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20231&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&P_BILL_NO=863&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=#dbi_top
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=50073
https://legiscan.com/NE/bill/LB754/2023
https://legiscan.com/NE/bill/LB753/2023
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/82nd2023/Bill/10260/Overview
https://snaus.sharepoint.com/sites/GovernmentAffairsMediaRelations/Shared%20Documents/Legislative%20Drive/State%20Policy/2023/Quarterly%20State%20Legislative%20Reports/3rd%20Quarter/AB319
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New Hampshire 

o HB 181: Establishes a committee to study school meal programs in New Hampshire’s 

public schools and nonsectarian schools that utilize public funds. 

o HB 619: Requires the Department of Education to reimburse school districts for the cost 

of providing healthy school breakfast and lunch to all students. The bill also requires 

schools to participate in the Community Eligibility Provision. 

 

 New Jersey 

o S 1222 or A811: Directs the Department of Agriculture to implement online applications for the 

National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program. 

o A 3925 or S 531: Requires public schools to comply with the school lunch and breakfast nutrition 

standards adopted by USDA in 2012.   

o A 4132 or S 3426: Establishes the New Jersey Agricultural Literacy Week. It would be an annual 

week-long celebration to teach children, through a book designation and classroom activities, the 

importance of agricultural products and the role they play in providing the ingredients for meals. 

o A5164 or S530: Requires certain school meal information be provided to public school students' 

parents and requires school districts to request that families apply for school meals under certain 

circumstances. 

o S3480 or A5595: Requires the Department of Agriculture to establish a universal free school meal 

program for all public school students by the 2027-28 school year. The bill also creates a fund to 

reimburse schools for the cost of providing free meals to all students and a task force to study the 

feasibility and benefits of universal free school meals.  

 

     New Mexico 

o  SB4: Enacts the “Healthy Universal School Meals Act” to ensure free, healthy school meals for all 

students. Makes an appropriation. (Passed) 

o  HB2: Appropriates $22.5 million for the implementation of SB 4 and universal free school meals in 

New Mexico. (Passed) 

 
 New York 

o A 03923: Enacts the "Making Equitable and Alternative lunches (MEAL) Act;" requires a public school 

to offer a plant-based food option, a halal food option, and a kosher food option as an alternative to 

every meal or snack offered in food service to any student who chooses such alternative meal or 

snack as an option. 

o S 04364: Directs the Department of Health to develop state food guidelines for foods purchased, 

served, and sold by State agencies, programs, and institutions and on state property.  

o A01941: Requires all public school districts, charter schools and non-public schools that participate in 

the national school lunch program or school breakfast program to serve breakfast and lunch at no 

cost to students. 

o S 3480 or A 5595: Requires the Department of Agriculture to establish a free school meal program for all 

public-school students by the 2027-28 school year. The bill also creates a fund to reimburse schools for 

the cost of providing free meals to all students. 

 

 

https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=299&inflect=2
https://legiscan.com/NH/bill/HB619/2023
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bill-search/2022/S1222
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bill-search/2022/A811
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bill-search/2022/A3925
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bill-search/2022/S531
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bill-search/2022/A4132
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bill-search/2022/S3426
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bill-search/2022/A5164
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bill-search/2022/S530
https://www.nj.gov/education/stateaid/2324/
https://www.nj.gov/agriculture/divisions/fn/childadult/school.html
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?Chamber=S&LegType=B&LegNo=4&year=23
https://legiscan.com/NM/bill/HB2/2023
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/A3923
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&leg_video=&bn=S04364&term=&Summary=Y&Actions=Y
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&leg_video=&bn=A01941&term=2023&Summary=Y
https://www.cn.nysed.gov/
https://www.cn.nysed.gov/fsmc
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North Carolina 

o H509: Appropriates $3,166,600 for 2023-24 from the General Fund to the Department of Public 

Instruction. This would be used to satisfy any outstanding school nutrition program debt.  

o  S582: Requires public schools and charter schools to have 100% muscadine grape juice available to 

students as part of the school's nutrition program or through the operation of the school's vending 

facilities. (Passed) 

o H 653: Requires school food authorities to offer at least one plant-based meal entrée option at every 

breakfast and lunch served. Defines a plant-based meal as one that is free of all animal products, 

including meat, poultry, fish, dairy and eggs.  

o H 777: Requires public schools to offer students breakfast and lunch each day. Appropriates $148.8 

million in recurring funds for SY2023-24 to provide nutrition services to students in public school units at 

no cost to the students. Allows the use of funds appropriated to State Aid for Public Schools for this 

purpose if this funding is insufficient for SY2023-24. 

o H844: Requires public schools to provide students with free breakfast and lunch.  The bill also includes 

the following provisions:  

• Requires the State Board of Education to allocate funds.  

• Requires charter schools, regional schools, schools for students with visual and hearing 

impairments and laboratory schools to provide school nutrition services.  

• Appropriates $172 million in recurring funds for SY2023-24 from the General Fund to 

provide nutrition services to students in public school units at no cost to the students.   

• Allows the use of funds appropriated to State Aid for Public Schools for this purpose if this 

funding is insufficient for SY2023-24. 

o H509: Appropriates $3,166,600 for 2023-24 from the General Fund to the Department of Public 

Instruction to satisfy any outstanding school nutrition program debt. 

 
North Dakota  

o HB1491: Provides an appropriation of $89,500,000 to the superintendent of public instruction to provide 

grants to defray the expenses of providing lunch, free of charge, for all students enrolled in public 

schools, for the biennium beginning July 1, 2023, and ending June 30, 2025. 

o HB1494: Prohibits schools from denying a reimbursable meal to a student who requests one unless the 

student’s parent or guardian has provided written permission to the school to withhold a meal. It also 

prohibits taking away meals or providing alternative meals to students who have school meal debt; 

publicly identifying or stigmatizing students that don’t have the money to pay for a meal or who receive 
free or reduced-price lunches; disposing of food that has already been served to a student; limiting a 

student’s participation in any school activities or requiring students to provide services or perform work 

to pay for school meal debt. 

 

Ohio 

o HB33: Includes a provision to fund reduced-price school meals. The bill allocates $13,163,000 from 

the General Revenue’s Fund. Reduced-price meals are available for households at 185% of the federal 

poverty level, or an income of $51,338 for a family of four.  

  

Oregon 

o HB 3030: Establishes Universal School Meal Account for purpose of reimbursing school districts for 

certain costs incurred in providing federally reimbursable meals. 

 

 

https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookup/2023/H509
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookup/2023/S582
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2023/H653
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2023/H777
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2023/H844
https://ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2023/H67
https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/68-2023/regular/bill-overview/bo1491.html
https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/68-2023/regular/bill-overview/bo1494.html?bill_year=2023&bill_number=1494
https://ohiohouse.gov/legislation/135/hb33
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB3030
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Pennsylvania 

o SB 180: Provides for the Universal School Meal Program; establishes the Universal School Meal Fund; 

and makes an interfund transfer and an appropriation. 

 
Rhode Island 

o H 5141: Requires all public elementary and secondary schools to offer free lunch to all students. 

o H 5639:  Requires all elementary and secondary schools to provide breakfast and lunch to students at 

no cost.  

o H6007: Requires all public elementary and secondary schools to make reimbursable breakfasts and 

lunches available to all students.  

o SB 68: Amends the Rhode Island current statute and requires elementary and secondary public schools 

to provide all students with free lunches, to the extent state and federal funds are available.  

o SB 71: Amends the current statute and require elementary and secondary public schools to provide all 

students with free lunches, to the extent state and federal funds are available.  

 
South Carolina 

o S 148: Requires eligible schools to offer breakfast and lunch at no cost to all students. Amends the 

current statute to require schools to provide students with at least 30 minutes to eat lunch 

between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

 

South Dakota 

o HB 1221: Prohibits school districts from charging students for meals issued by a foodservice program. 

This bill also requires the state Department of Education to reimburse school districts for the cost of 

providing school meals for all at no cost. 

 

Tennessee 

o SB 0208 or HB 0255: Requires the state to reimburse each LEA the cost of providing a free breakfast and 

lunch to each student enrolled after all federal funds available pursuant to the national school lunch 

program and the federal school breakfast program, or any other federal program, have been applied. 

This bill also indicates that students must meet the eligibility requirements for free or reduced price 

lunch under federal law. 

 

Texas 

o HB 3589: Transfers the administration of school nutrition programs from the Texas Department of 

Agriculture to the Texas Education Agency. 

 

Vermont 

o  H. 165: Requires all public schools to provide school breakfast and lunch to all students at no charge. 

(Passed) 

 

Virginia 

o HB 1967: Requires public elementary and secondary schools to participate in the federal National 

School Lunch Program and the federal School Breakfast Program or the Community Eligibility 

Provision. The bill also requires schools to provide lunch and breakfast at no cost to any student 

who requests it, unless parents provide written instruction indicating otherwise.   

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2023&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=180
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText23/HouseText23/H5141.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText23/HouseText23/H5639.pdf
https://webserver.rilegislature.gov/billtext23/housetext23/H6007.htm
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0068.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0071.pdf
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess125_2023-2024/bills/148.htm
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/23880
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/Billinfo/default.aspx?BillNumber=SB0208&ga=113
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/Billinfo/default.aspx?BillNumber=SB0208&ga=113
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB3589
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2024/H.165
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?231+sum+HB1967


10  

 

Washington 

o  HB 1238 or SB 5339: Requires all public schools to participate in the Community Eligibility Provision 

if 40% or more of its students are eligible for free or reduced price meals. It includes the provision of 

school meals to all students in its definition of "basic education.” (Passed) 

 

Wyoming 

o HB0192: Establishes a financial assistance program for public schools to operate food service 

programs, requires school districts to establish food service programs, and requires school districts to 

make lunch available to every student at no cost. 

 

 

         

 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1238&Year=2023&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5339&Chamber=Senate&Year=2023
https://legiscan.com/WY/bill/HB0192/2023

