
USDA Food and Nutrition Service
Child Nutrition Programs, USDA Foods, Food Safety

Monday, 12:00pm- 2:00pm

USDA/State Agency 

Section Meeting



Agenda

ÅWelcome/ CN Updates 

ÅUSDA Foods 

ÅOffice of Food Safety

ÅPolicy and Program Development

ÅNutrition Education, Training and Technical Assistance 

ÅProgram Monitoring and Operational Support 

ÅCollaboration and Partnering

ÅWrap-Up/ Q&A- ALL (15 minutes)



Welcome/ CN Updates



Child Nutrition Reauthorization

Status: Congressional Staff working on 
options

Potential Issue Areas

- Streamlining/Burden Reduction

- Program Integrity

- Summer Access



Child Nutrition Reauthorization

USDA 2020 Budget Legislative 
Proposals:
ÅVerification Updates
ÅCEP Targeting
Å Farm to School Grant Limit 

Increase



School Nutrition School Nutrition and Meal Cost Study

Meal Cost Study School Nutrition and Meal Cost Study



Scroll down on NSLP homepage to find policy 
memos, handbooks, and other key resources

Website Redesign



Farm to School Grants

üAnnually USDA 
awards $5 million

ü Increased Funding ς
More Awards

üFY19 Grant Awards 
Coming Soon!



Training and Technical Assistance

ü Develop a producer-focused farm 
to school curriculum

ü Train State agencies (SAs) and their 
representatives to facilitate 
trainings using the curriculum

ü Support SA as they implement 
trainings



Leveraging Programs 

Regional State Agency Meetings 

MPRO September 2019- Denver, CO

MWRO September 2019- Chicago, Ill

WRO August 2019- San Francisco, CA



THIRD FARM TO SCHOOL 
CENSUS in 2019.

The Census will survey all public, private, and 
charter SFAs operating the National School 
Lunch Programin all 50 states, as well as Guam, 
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, American Samoa, 
and Washington D.C.    



What can States do to prepare?

ü Promote participation 
ςStart notifying your SFAs now!

ü Preparation Worksheet 
ï Begin gathering materials and analyzing data

ü Share data!
ς Do you collect data on school gardens, salad bars,

ag-education or other farm to school activities? 



YOUR VOICE MATTERS. 
YOUR VOICE COUNTS. 

remember:

The USDA Farm to School 
Census: coming Fall 2019! 



Office of Program Integrity Updates



Data Validation Service

Å The FNS Child Nutrition Office of Program Integrity (OPI) has 
developed an administrative Data Validation Service (DVS) to 
improve the integrity of school meal verification data

Å Provides edit checks for the Verification Collection Report (FNS-
742)

Å This OPTIONAL validation service is designed to work with the 
systems that are already in place to collect and report SFA 
verification data to USDA

Å Includes all current FPRS edit checks, in addition to over 50 new 
edit checks developed by OPI



How it Works

Å The DVS can be contacted by existing State data systems to run 
edit checks on FNS-742 submissions from SFAs in real-time

Å {ŜŀƳƭŜǎǎΣ ΨƛƴǾƛǎƛōƭŜΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ {C! ǳǎŜǊǎ

Å Accessing the validation service will be done via a simple data call 
to an API

Å Only data necessary for calculating errors and warnings will be 
passed to the service. ***No data or information is retained by 
the validation service or by USDA.***



Data Validation Service Benefits

Å Strong edit checks represent a streamlined, low-burden approach 
to prevention or timely correction of errors

Å The earlier in the data collection process, the better

Å SFAs are alerted to and may correct inconsistencies at time of 
submission

Å Potential to reduce maintenance effort for States and their 
vendors while introducing more consistency for users



Next Steps

Å Coding for the DVS is complete and testing in the final stages

Å Summer 2019

Å Finalize development and move service from testing to production 
environment

Å Establish permanent home for server

Å Fall 2019 

Å Go live!

Å 2020 Onwards

Å Expand service to include data submissions for the FNS-10, FNS-44, 
and FNS-418

Å CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻǳǊ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜΥ 
https://github.com/18F/usda-fns-ingest/wiki

https://github.com/18F/usda-fns-ingest/wiki


APEC III Study

ÅAccess, Participation, Eligibility, and 
Certification (APEC) III study

ÅExamines program errors and improper 
payments in the School Meal Programs

ÅExamine preliminary data/results in late 
2019

ÅWhat error categories are improving or not 
improving?

ÅHow do we address it?



July 15, 2019

Julie Skolmowski, MPH, RD, SNS

Chief, Nutrition Services and Access Branch, Food Distribution Division 

State Agency Meeting
SNA ANC 2019

Kathleen Staley

Chief, Program Integrity and Monitoring Branch, Food Distribution Division



USDA Foods Data Trends and Infographics

ÅWorked with Econometrica, a contracted 
research company

ÅAnalyzed SY15-17 WBSCM and FFAVORS 
purchases

ÅGoal:  Look at USDA Foods trends 
nationally and by state to provide an 
overview of ordering trends and identify 
ways to improve USDA Foods



Research Topics

ÅNational and State level purchasing trends
ÅBy program (direct delivery, bulk for processing, 
USDA DoD Fresh)
ÅBy food group (e.g. fruits, vegetables, dairy)
ÅBy product form (e.g. canned, fresh, frozen)

ÅOrders by delivery period (e.g. first half July)
ÅPrice changes by material code and category
ÅTotal vendors by material code and category
ÅUSDA DoD Fresh State of Origin information


