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Blueberries...so easy to use and so versatile!
Visit www.blueberrycouncil.org  for more blueberry menu ideas.
Blueberries are a USDA food.  

Blast excitement into your menus 
with little blue dynamos!

How Do Your Customers Like Their Blueberries?

Cindy Hobbs
Executive Director Child Nutrition Services
Charlotte-Mecklenburg School District, NC 
“Our staff can hardly make blueberry-yogurt parfaits 
fast enough to meet demand!” 

Linda Stoll, MPH 
Executive Director Food Services
Jeffco School District, Golden, CO 
“We sent a truckload of frozen blueberries to a 
processor to make blueberry compote to serve
with pancakes - no more syrup!” 

Jonathan Dickl, MBA, SNS 
Executive Director School Nutrition 
Knox County School District,  TN 
“Our fruit displays have dishes of blueberries the
kids can grab and go.” 

Wanda Grant, RD 
Director Child Nutrition Services 
Palm Springs Unified School District, CA 
“The commodity blueberries are exceptional in
quality and the kids love them.”

ensure their messages are being heard in 
Congress. 

SNA PAC dollars are precious, which is 
why it is all the more important that the 
Association remains vigilant in being good 
stewards of these limited funds. We are 
highly selective in making contributions. To 
begin, the SNA PAC only gives contributions 
to members of the Congressional commit-
tees that have jurisdiction over the school 
nutrition programs. These committees 
include the House Education and the 
Workforce Committee, the Senate Commit-
tee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry, 
the House and Senate Appropriations 
Committees and the House and Senate 
Budget Committees. When the SNA PAC 
gives a contribution to a Member of 
Congress, it is recognized and very much 
appreciated.

How You Can Help  I think many of us 
will agree that our current campaign fi nance 
system is fl awed. Nevertheless, if we want to 
remain the voice of child nutrition, we must 

work within the current system. The SNA 
PAC plays an important role, and you can 
help.

We are always looking for more members 
to support the mission of the SNA PAC. 
Since 2000, it has grown in size from $5,250 
to an estimated $30,000. While this is great 
progress, we can certainly do more. There 
are several ways you can become involved 
and help promote SNA’s legislative agenda 
in Washington.

For example, at your next state meeting, 
hold a special collection for the PAC. Your 
event will be more effective if it’s fun! 
Consider creating a theme or selling a token 
item to encourage contributions. The West 
Virginia School Nutrition Association raised 
funds for the SNA PAC through a special 
collection at its state conference. Using the 
slogan “Have a Heart for PAC,” the state 
leadership sold foam hearts at $2 each. 
Members could place the foam heart on 
their nametag, showing their support for the 
PAC and encouraging other members to 
contribute. But before making any plans, be 
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Members of Congress are extremely busy, and they 

have very little time to meet with individuals or 

organizations outside of their constituents. In many 

cases, political fundraisers are the only places a 

representative from an organization like SNA may be 

able to speak one on one with a legislator. 

sure to visit the Legislative Action Center 
on www.schoolnutrition.org to review the 
rules and regulations on how to collect 
funds for the SNA PAC.

You also have an opportunity to 
contribute at ANC. Each year, we kick off 
our PAC fundraising efforts with a special 
collection during the Second General 
Session. The PAC Board develops a theme 
based on the location of the conference. 
(This year, in Nashville, it will be a country 
theme.) Staff and volunteers pass buckets 
through the audience to give SNA members 
an opportunity to make a contribution to 
the PAC. If you are going to be at ANC, I 
hope to see you there! 

Another way you can help is to join the 
PAC as a “Statesman” (making a contribution 

of between $50 and $99) or an “Ambassa-
dor” (making a contribution of $100 or more); 
More than 130 individuals have contributed 
at these levels! SNA members may contribute 
any amount to the SNA PAC, and the 
decision to contribute has no effect on your 
relationship with the Association. The 
decision to contribute is entirely voluntary. 
Please note that any contributions to the PAC 
are not tax deductible.

Any contribution you make, whether it is 
$2 or $200, helps SNA represent your 
interests on Capitol Hill. If every SNA 
member contributed $2 to the PAC, we 
could raise $100,000, which is the amount 
the SNA PAC should have as its annual 
budget. Your contribution makes a difference 
in helping us meet our legislative goals! 

All of us on the SNA PAC Board and the 
Association’s legislative team are commit-
ted to making sure that SNA members 
understand the value of our PAC. If you 

have any questions, please feel free to 
contact me through SNA’s Child Nutrition 
and Policy Center at (800) 877-8822 or 
servicecenter@schoolnutrition.org. Thank 
you for your support! SN

Ruth Jonen is chair of SNA’s PAC Board of 

Directors and an SNA past president. 

SNA PAC Contributions
SNA PAC is non-partisan, which 
means it makes contributions to both 
Democratic and Republican Members 
of Congress. Following is a list of 
contributions SNA PAC has made 
since January 2009:

•  Sen. Michael Bennett (D-Colo.)

•  Sen. Bob Casey (D-Pa.)

•  Rep. Judy Chu (D-Calif.)

•   Former Rep. Kathy Dahlkemper 
(D-Pa.)

•  Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-Conn.)

•  Rep. Jo Ann Emerson (R-Mo.)

•  Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.)

•  Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa)

•   Former Rep. Stephanie 
Herseth Sandlin (D-S.D.)

•   Former Rep. Steve Kagan (D-Wis.)

•  Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.)

•   Former Sen. Blanche Lincoln 
(D-Ark.)

•  Rep. Dave Loebsack (D-Iowa)

•  Rep. Frank Lucas (R-Okla.)

•  Rep. Jim McGovern (D-Mass.)

•  Sen. Jerry Moran (R-Kan.)

•  Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)

•  Sen. Ben Nelson (D-Neb.)

•  Rep. Jean Schmidt (R-Ohio)

•  Former Rep. Joe Sestak (D-Pa.)

•  Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.)

•  Sen. John Thune (R-S.D.)

•  Rep. Lynn Woolsey (D-Calif.)

TO YOUR CREDIT:  For CEUs toward SNA 
certifi cation, complete the “To Your Credit” test 
on page 80.


